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Paul Erdo˝s, 1913–1996
This special issue of the European Journal of Combinatorics is devoted to Extremal and
Probabilistic Combinatorics. Both of these disciplines, tightly interconnected, experienced
tremendous growth in recent years and now form a backbone of modern Combinatorics, with an
impressive variety of researched problems and applied approaches and techniques. It is perhaps
the most applicable part of Combinatorics, with tight links to several adjacent disciplines such
as Theoretical Computer Science, Discrete Optimization, Discrete and Computational Geometry
and Number Theory. This volume, reflecting the modern state of affairs in the field, constitutes a
convincing manifestation of this thesis.
The current issue contains nine invited papers by leading researchers, devoted to a multitude
of topics in Extremal and Probabilistic Combinatorics. All contributions underwent a rigorous
refereeing process.
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Paul Erdo˝s, who passed away about ten years ago, was a true founding father of both Extremal
and Probabilistic Combinatorics, and contributed immensely to both through his research papers,
his famous problem papers, his eagerness to communicate and to spread new ideas, results and
questions all over the globe, and last, but certainly not least, through his personality and his
absolute devotion to Science, in its best and very purest sense. For some of us his image is still
vividly in our minds; for the younger generation Erdo˝s is already a legend — but we all miss
him deeply and profoundly. We found it thus very fitting to devote this collection of papers to
his memory, both as a scientist and a person. Without a doubt, he would be very happy to see
Combinatorics, his favorite child, growing, developing and attracting new followers.
It is our pleasure to thank the contributors to this issue for submitting such an outstanding
collection of papers. We are also deeply indebted to the issue referees for their excellent work.
Lastly, we would like to thank Michel Deza, the Editor-in-Chief of the European Journal of
Combinatorics, for his encouragement and support of this project.
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